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CONGRESSIONAL.
ll'WHJHOV MR. ¦¦irii,

OF CONMKCHCUT,
On the bill lor tint admutian at California, Hfc. ; delivered

in the Senate itfthe United States, Monday, July n,
IMh)
Mr. Pkuhdknt: i do not know that 1 can obtain the

ear ut tuts Senate, ul this advanced period ol thediscus-
lion, for ouch lemarksa* I propoae to submit ©n ths
present occasion. I shall feel, however, highly gratified,
if houorable members will utroid their attention to
some suggestions which have not niitierto been submitted
to the wSy, aud which, in my juJjcment, have an impor-
taiilwealing ou the questions in controversy.

well known itiat tlie subjects comprised in this
bill, aim other kindred topice, have been under cousidera
Won ror nearly »>x long months, and liave undergone an
examination which, in point ol minuteness and extent, ia
unexampled in the hiaioty of Congress. They were pro¬
duced originally in the touo of certain declaiatory reso¬
lution*, submitted early in the session by the honorable
senator Irotri Kentucky, [Mr. Clay,] and have since been
reproduced by the Select Committee of Thirteen in and
by the provisions of the pending; bill. I have remained
during this prointcted debate hitherto entirely silent, uu
lew a few remarke which f submitted Lite other day, in
oppc«iti«M» to !b» mUoduoUon itf «uimc4t».**ry aud tuple*
vai.t topics, may be deemed an exception. Under xtlch
circumstances. 1 trust! shall be indulged in occupying a
brief |K>rtiou of the time of the Senate, to present, as I in¬
tend to, views differing essentially from those which have
been urged on the body by moat of my friends from the
Iree States.

I became, Mr. President, as you will recollect, a mem¬
ber of the House of Representatives in the fall of the
year 1690, and remained such, with the exception of an
interval of two years, until I took my seat in this cham¬
ber in March, 1849. I have no recollection that during
the considerable period of my beiug a member of the
House. 1 Addressed myself to that body on any ques¬
tion arising out of the ever-recurring and troublesome
subject of slavery. I contented mysell with responding,
in conformity with Scripture injunction, " yea, yea," or
" nay, nay," to a vast variety of propositions in this con¬

nexion, being of the opinion that, in relation to all mat¬
ter* of unnecessary agitation," whatsoever is more than
tbeee cometh of evil." This course has exposed me to
much misconstruction and misrepresentation, particularly
at the 8outb, where I have beeu held up as entertaining
views hostile and offensive to that section. But an ex¬
amination of the record will evince that I have done no
more than to reflect, in a reasonable and a moderate degree,
the predominating sentiments of my constituents and sec¬
tion of the Uniou. 1 have not been an agitator on the
subject of slavery, nor do 1 intend to be, though 1 am
free to confesa that I cannot regard Lie institution with
complacency.It, then, there has been, during the last ten years, much
disturbance in Congress on this subject, I am not respon¬sible. If the harmony ol our public councils has been
interrupted, and if the public business has been from time
to time obstructed and delayed, the fault is none of mine.
If the affections of the people of different sections of the
Union have been estranged trom each other, and if the

e'e mind has been and is more or less irritated, the
e must rest elsewhere than with me.

My course, then, having been heretofore - it will be
hereafter, on this ai< itberki' -"ibjects, that of mod¬
eration and ream am pr< 10 approach the ex¬
amination of the Hons bet< >: us in a proper spirit,
and hope to give tu - just and an equitable considera-
Uon.

It ia not to be do >ttd but that Congress and the couu-

try are invoked in considerable difficulties and einbarras-
menta, by re«u> u ot the acquisitions which were the
result ot our recent war with Mexico. The danger*
arising from thia cause hare, in my judgment, been
greatly exaggerated. Many honorable members have
expressed an apprehension that we might be involved in

some serious convulsion, and some have even looked to

Ci possibility of a dissolution of the Union. 1 have iny-
f fait very little alarm on thia subject. There is in

the country a strong and all-pervading attachment to the
Union, which cannot be weakened, much lex* destroyed,
but by serious grievances, deeply affecting great and
eaasnlial interests.grievances so enormous that men
will fly to any extreme rather than submit to them

Bat, nevertheless, there are very considerable evils
now present with us. Much irritation exists in the pub¬
lic mind, and a spirit of sectional alienation haa spread
more or lam over the country. It is desirable to apply to
the cane the beat remedy in our power, to the end that
harmony may be restored to our national councils, and
peace and good will to the entire republic.
The difficulties that attend un adjustment of this con

trovers)- are great. So it ever ia with sectional ques¬
tions; but now they are aggtavated, as we have had a
heated contest: passions and prejudices are aroused, uiul
misconception distorts the public mind in all quarter* of
the Union.
Hence we may well fee! a sincere distrust as to the

aoundoeesof any opinions may express. In indica¬
ting what course, in my judgmsnt, should be pursued, 1
shall do so with a proper deference for the views of
othai*.

Hut it scams to ma there stands out, in front of the
whole sablect, a question of re*|ionaibility to which some
attention should be paid. How is it that the country has
beeaflatiad in thia situation Why lias ao mucli dis¬
order been intruded into our public counciU ! Why has
one section of the Union been arrayed against another >

And why are so many apprehensions expressed that
serious calamities are lowering over us !

It ia believed that all these difficulties are the legitimate
fruits of the policy of the late administration. By many
of oar leading public men they were anticipated and pre-
diCHi. 1 cannot develop .that policy in full. I do not
propMP to consider the remote causes of these embarrass
meat*.the annexation of Texas, and the measures which
led to the recent war with Mexico. But ! have some-

thing toeay about the course of the late Executive, in

converting that which should have been, on his own
principles, a defensive war, into a war ol invasion, acqui¬
sition, and conquest.and more, on his successful de¬
mand from Mexico of a vast ex|>arise of territory, over
and above the satisfaction of any just claim, ih our favor,
against that republic.The Ists I'resident, in his annual message to the
30th Congress, (1 at aeeatoft,) took the ground that the
only indemnity which it waa in the power of Mexico to
make, ia MiiafacUon of our claims, waa " a ceasion to
the United States of a portion of her territory." " Mexi¬
co," he aaid, " has no money to pay, and no other' means
to make the required indemnity, ff we refuse thia, we
ran obtain nothing elae. To reject indemnity, by refus¬
ing to accept i ceasion of territory, would be to abandon
all onr just demands, and to wage the war, leaving all it*
expeasea without a purpose or definite object. And
then, again, he added " The doctrine of no territory ia

the doctrine of no indemnity, and, if sanctioned, would
he a public acknowledgment that our country was wrong,
andtbat the war declared by Congress, with extraordinary
twanimity, was unjuat and should be abandoned.an ad¬
mission unfounded in fact, and derogatory to the national
character."

I bave nothing to say at present on the correctness of
the aaeertion that indemnity could not be obtained in any
other form than by cession of territory, nor on the wis¬
dom (even if the fact be mi) of taking territory with the
certainty of its becoming the source of serious dissen-
aiooa among ourselves; but it it proper to ask why the
late President did not restrict himself to the principle of
indemnity, and consider what consequences have fol¬
lowed a departure from that principle
What, then, were oar claimsagainst Memro > and what

amount or extent of territory was reqmred to satisfy
themThese consisted of.

I Certain claims which had been liquidated and ascer¬

tained by a joint commission and umpire, under and by
virtue of a convefWon between the two govermnenta, on

which was due #2,0«8,rW4 n, (a part having been paid ;)
and

3. Unliquidated claims, which the joint commission and
umpire could not adjust within the time prescribed by the
coavention, and which, by the treaty ol Guadalupe Hi¬
dalgo, are estimated at g3,2.'>0,000.making in ail the sum
of #3.348,084 77.

In his communications to Congress, the late Executive
maiated that we were entitled to not only payment of these
daima, but alao to an indemnity for the expenaes of the
war, on the ground that it had been wantonly commenced
by Mexico. Thus, in his annual meoeage to Congress in
I December, 1840, be aaya that.
The war haa been carried Into lha enemy'* country, and

will be vigorously proaeouted there, with a view to obtain
*n honorable peaoe, and thereby wwure ampl* inHtmmly
1"> thr rrpr+Mi of Ih* tear, n« well s« our much-injured oiti
"ri», who held large pecuniary demand* against Mexico
And again, in biaafeaaal message, December, 1847, be

the liberal proposition Of tkn (Jailed States was
.'"housed to i>e made in Apatf last, t»»g' aafiendituras
h»»» Ixwti incurred, and the precious blood of many of our
patriotic. fellow-citizen* has bean thed in the prosecution of
fb* war. Thi» consideration, and the obstinate parser*-

raiito ol Mi-nw u» i.n>ir«oiiug lite war, muil tnjiuenrt (kg
Itrmt ut ptm* wtuin it «»uy br Uttmtd itiojw htrmflir tu ac¬

cept
In the tir»t instance, the Executive says, in effect, that

bo aluiuid iuaitsl on an ample indemnity lor the expense*
of the w«r, but in tile last lie lower* his tone, and merely
suggest* that the consideration of treasure and blood
" miint influence the form* of peace which it might bi
deemed proper thereafter to accept." But it will be found,
on examination of the document*, that tin* late adminis
tralion totally abandoned this claim. Not one word is
said on the subject iu the instruction's of Mr Buchanan
to Mr. Comnu*->ioner Trist, nor in the projtt of a treatywhich that gentleman took with liitn to Mexico. (Vide
Executive Docs , House of Rapa. , 1st seas. 30th Cor,g , vol.
h. Doc. No. iiU, pp. 43 and 47.) It also appears from the
12th article of the tteaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, that the
United States undertook to pay the liquidated and unliqui¬dated claims of our own citizens, " in consideration of
tbe extension acquired by the boundaries of the United
States, as defined in the 5th article" of that treaty, and
not in consideration of the exjienditure of treasure and
of blood in prosecuting the war. These elements con¬
stituted no iiart of the motive or consideration inducingthe establishment of tbe Rio Grande up to the south line
of New Mexico as the boundary between the two repub¬
lics, and the ces«ion of that province and of Upper Cali¬
fornia to the United Stales; so that the only claims
.ought to b« indemiiifMsd by iheJr«uty werslfeose aJreadyTtiSietfttl, and which amonnted to the stirtrt of
034 77.
^
Now, Mr. President, it distinctly appears that the late

Executive demanded and received from Mexico a much
greater extent of territory than we were entitled to on
tne principle of indemnity. He made the cession of such
territory an ultimatum; for he says in his annual message,
first session of 30th Congress, that.
Tbe Commissioner of the United ytuiiss was authorized to

agree tu the establishment of ih>< Rio Grande as the bound¬
ary, Iroin its t iUrauoe into tbu Gulf to its intei section with
llm southern boundary of norlhnrii Mexico, in nortli luti
lude about 32 de«., and to obtain a cession to the Untied
States of the provinces of New Mexico and tbe Calilornias,
and the privilege of a right of way across ihe iailniiusot Te-
buantepeo. The boundary of the Rio Grande and the cession
to the United States of New Mexico arid Upper California
consumicd an utiimatum which our commissioner was
under no circumstances to yield.
Thus it appears that we demanded of Mexico the ces¬

sion of the two provinces without the slightest reference
to their value, and without troubling ourselves to inquire
whether they did or did not exceed a just indemnity. By
the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, it is substantially ac

knowledged that we bad overrun the Statesand provinces
of Mexico.had assaulted her fortresses, cautured her
cities, and ^lain her people, to force her to sell us a vast
expanse of territory which we had no right to demand on
our own principles.Tbe establishment of tbe Rio Grande as tbe boundary
up to New Mexico, and the cession of that province and
Upper California, wc»e made in consideration of.

1. Payment by u» of the liquidated debt
due our own cnizt ns 92.M6.M4 77

2. The unliquidated deb', which it was
supposed would amount lo - - 3,230,(XW

3. To Mexico, as the difference between
the claims above mentioned and the
value ol the territory coded - 15,000.000

Total SJO.aiH.tm 77
It may be useful to inquire what we paid this money

for. It is apjiareiit ihat the late administration could not
have had iu view the country between the Nueces and
the Hio Grande, as it was there, according to Mr. l'olk,
that "American blood was shed on American yoil." Did
we pay the amount tor Upper California and New Mexi-
Cf>, or for the former and so much of the latter as is situ¬
ated on the west side of the Kio Grande It is now said
that East New Mexico iu part belonged to Texas ; if so,
then we acquired by the treaty Upper California, and lit¬
tle else. New Mexico west of the Kio (irande is but an
inconsiderable portion of the whole province, and la

almost worthless No doubt Mexico supposed she was

ceding to us the whole of New Mexico, and the Uxitcd
States that they were purchasing the whole. The lan¬
guage of the treaty is conclusive as to the views of Mex¬
ico, and the instructions to Mr. Trial (already referred
to) as to the views of Mr. Polk and his cabinet. He
(Mr. T.) was required to insist on "the Kio Grande as

the boundary, from its entrance into the Gulf to its inter¬
section with the southern boundary of New Mexico,
in north latitude about 33 deg., and to obtain a etnaion
to thk Unitkd States of 1'ie provinces of Ntw Mtxico
and the California* "

I shall assume, then, that our purchase included tbe
whole of both province*; and a dear purchase it was, too.
for we paid tor Louisiana and Florida only JUJ.OuO.OOO.
From the former we have already carved out lour large
Slates, with territory enough for three or lour more. It
will be recollected that nothing was known of the min¬
eral resources of California uutil some time alter the
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was negotiated. Thus it
appears that we paid $ 1.1,000,000 for a great excess of
territory over a full indemnity. Why did not Mr. Polk
content himself with tbe parallel of 30 deg. .'(0 min.
This would have given us tbe harbor of San Francisco
and nearly all the gold-producing regions of California
Probably that line, according to lh« estimate put on the
whole country by the treaty, would have conMderably
exceeded the cluiins ol our citizens. But if we were

obliged, as Mr. Polk insisted, to take territory in satis¬
faction of such claims, we had a right to insist on conve¬

nient boundaries. The parallel ol » itrg .'<u mm. would
have been a convenient boundary lor the Uniled States.
it would have avoided agitation on the slavery question.
Kut Mr. I'olk was ambitious of large anil splendid acqui¬
sitions, and therefore made the cession of both provinces
au ultimatum. Those views of policy were unhappily
realized; and now we are harassed by a controversy with
Texas on her claim to New Mexico east of the Kio
Grand*, which she threatens to assert by the sword, and
by much excitement and irritation, pervading the whole
country on the subject of slavery generally, and particu¬
larly on the quenUim whether our new possessions shall
or shall not be open to its introduction, if these compli¬
cated differences and disputes do not result in serious

convulsions, it is certain that they are producing, and I
fear will continue to produce, great dn>Uirhauce in and
out of Congress

It should be recollected that the late Kxecntive wm
warne<ltrmphatically in advance of what would be the
consequences of this policy. The issue was distinctly
made u|>on the close ol the war with Mexico between
the different States and sections of the Union I desire
to refer the Senate to resolutions ou this subject from
Vermont, (Executive Documents, House of Represent-
tstives, ad session 3Vth Congress, 4th vol., No. *1 ;)
New Hampshire, (Senate Documents, ad session 39th
Congress, .id vol Nos 154 and 155;) Massachusetts, (do ,

No 310;) New York, (do , No. W3 :) New Jersey, (do..
No. 151.) Pennsylvania, (do.. No 14^*;) Rhode Island,
(Executive Docmneuts, House of Representatives,'id ses¬

sion 2tfth Congress, 4th vol , No h5;) Michigan, (F.xecu
tive Documents, House of Representatives, ad session

3Wh Congress, .'id vol.. No .'07;) Connecticut, (Senate
Miscellaneous, 1st session 3oth Congress, No 15;) Ohio,
(House Miscellaneous, 1st -»ess , .loth Congress. No *4 ;)
Wisconsin, (do., No Wfl ;) Missouri, (do , No 3 ,) Texas,
(do., No. 37;) and Alabama, (Senate, Miscellaneous, 1st
session, 30th Congress, No. 85.)
To illustrate the character of these resolutions, I

would state that Missouri gave notice that she should in

sist on the application of the Miaaouri Compromise, so

called, " to tne territory then belonging to the United
Statea. or which might thereafter be acquired either by
purcase, treaty, or conquest;" and Texas that she should
claim that "any territory which might be permanently
held by the United States, belonged equally to all the
States;" and that "any attempt by the federal government
to prevent the citizens of the slaveh olding States from
taking their property, of whatever description, with
them, in emigrating to and aetlling on aaid acquired territo¬
ry, would be a violation of the constitution, an insult to
tne southern people, ani^n 'outrage on the aacred rights
and privileges which it Wthe object of all good govern¬
ment to protect." On the other hand, Vermont put her
opposition to the contemplated acquisition distinctly on

tbe ground that such policy would be inconsistent with
"Ihe harmony, welfare, and prosperity of the Union;"
and Rhode Island, after expreasing sentiments of liberal
indulgence towards slavery, as it existed in the southern
Statea, "which the errors of past age* have transmitted
to than," protested "against the acquisition of territory by
conqaeat or otherwise, beyond the then limits of the
United Slttea, for the purpose of establishing therein
slavaholding State*, as deranging the balance of political
power ooce so happily established between our confede
rated Mmmnitiw, and as manifestly in violation of the
spirit and intent of the constitution."

liie Senate cannot fail to be struck by the in¬
consistency presented by the dliferent positions as

sumed by Missouri and Texas ; for if Congress has no

power "to prevent the citizens of the siaveholding States
from taking their property, of whatever description, with
them," to to* territories aboat to acquired, how could it
be competent for that bod; toapply to «ttch temtoriee

the Miaaonn Compromise> The Senate will also be im-

preased by the great liberality displayed by Vermont and

Rhode Island. Those patriotic States (lid not de*ne
territory for the sake of being converted into free
States, out objected utterly 10 all acquisitions, as incon¬
sistent with "the harmony, welfare, anil prosperity of the
Union," Such Were the sentiment* of the opppoeitioti
to the late administration in all the free States ; but, on
the contrary, the northern democracy were for acquisi¬
tion, ami, with few exceptions, for utterly excluding sla¬
very. The Hon. Preston King, in some remarks sub¬
mitted to the House of Representatives on the 5th of
January, 1*47, (Cong Globe,Ud sess. 2uth Con., p, 144,1
expiessed truly the views of the northern supporters of
the late administration. He said
The time has oome when till* republic should declare by

law that it will not be an instrument to the extension of
slavery on the comment of American. That the boundaries,
institution*, and principle.) ol uui republic must and will
ft end, there can be no doubt. The pieseui war with
Mexiao mutt result in a>i exten*ion ol the territory ol
the United Stales. A peace honorable lo the Unit* d .States
cannot l>o made wiihoiil indemnity lioin Mexico in leni-
tory. » # » » » i^liall the teiritory now
liee, which shall come to our jurisdiction, be free terri¬
tory, open to M'tilomunt by the ibormx man of the free
tStates, or shall it be »lu.ve territory given up to slave labor 1
One or other it must be ; it oauuol be both. The labor ol
the liee white man and woman, and ol their children, oan
not and will not eat and drink, and lie down, and rise up
with the black labor ol slaves Free whin* labor will not
bo di graded by such association It' slavery is not ex' lu-
.tltfd by law, lUe pleneni o ol UM slave will exolude the la¬
boring white man. . . . . . If Congress
shall rutuse at this session to malp* this free principle
a law, the arms of the republic will conquer free toiriuiry,
upo which slavery will be planted. desire the adop¬
tion ol tbo tree principle, because 1 believe it lo lie just lo
the tree States, just to the white men who tight our bat¬
tles, and who constitute the strength ol the country in peace
or war; because I believe it to be consistent with the
principles of our government, ayd because 1 believe it will
tend to improve the condition and character of labor in the
whole country. And who will deny that, in a republic, it
should be one ol the chief objects ofgovernment to elevate
and dlKUtfy the coudiiiou and character of labor. Unless
this measure should be brouitht belore the House by a

committee, or in some other w.ty, I shall continue to urge
the bill 1 proposed yesterday upon the attention of the
House.
Very different were the views of my political friends

from both sections of the Union. They protested against
acquisitions, in any and every form. They insisted that we
had already limits ample enough to accommodate and sus¬
tain any population we could nave for centuries to come.
They pointed to the vast expanse of vacant lands
which we had on the Atlantic slone and in the
-Mississippi valley, and indulged dismal forebodings of
the consequences which would result from the insane
policy of the late administration. In this respect, there
was no difference between a whig from the North and a

whig froin the South, whether he occupied a seat in this
or the other wing of the Capitol. The Hon. Caleb B.
Smith, of Indiana, in a speech delivered in the House of
Representatives on the 6tii of January, 1647, said
There is connected with thi« subject another question, in-

voIviiik in it* dttiiiion questions of the mart tcailul iiii|>ort.
* * * Those who ur^e'that we cau amicably apportion
these Mexican provinces, malting a poruou of them slive
States and a portion free Stales, deceive themselves : "they
cry peace, peace, when there is no peace " . * L't the
territory be once acquired, and the question will be before
us with all its force . . * It will be a convulsion which
will shake the pillais of this government to their founda
nous; and we may lind loo late, amidst the scattered frag¬
ments of our Union, tbal we havo raised a spirit which we
have no power to control..(Cong. Globe, Appendix,
pp 22#, 282 )

This Hon. Mr. Ashmun, of MassischuBettfl, in a epeech
delivered in the name body February 4, 1347, said :

Tbcy (the people of tho North) are willing and anxious
to Maud by tho constitution h* givjn to us l>y our fathers:
ami however much they may regret aonio of what aro called
its compromises, they will stand by it. Hut when you set
on loot a series of measures which have for their object
and end mi extension ol t>litvery aa an element ol political
power.when you attempt to bring iri foreign territory,
and givo 11 a slave representation in ihr Congress ol iho
Union, so that the iuteresti ol the iree Hiatus are to be out¬
voted and oveipowered here, they would be false to all
their duty il they did not resist at every step * » . L*t
nie say to my southern friends, in all frankness, that wo of
the North want no more torntory. whether acquired by
puiciiaae or conquered by war.(;^*ig. Globe, Apprndu,
2d session 201 li Congress, pp 2M9, 3tfM )
The Hon. Mr. Winthrop.of Masaachueetta.in a apeech

delivered inlhe same body February 2a, 1847, said :

It is plain that th>-reare two parties in the United State*
Bmh ol them are opposed, uncompromisingly opposed, as

I hope and believe, to the extension of slavery One ol
thein, however, and that the party ol the present adminis
.ration, are lor the widest extension of territory, subject to the
anti-sin very proviso. The other of them, and that the party
to which 1 have the honor to belong, are, an ] believe, con¬
tent with the Union as it is, desire no annexation of new
States, and are utterly op|>o«cd to the prose cution of war
for arty purpose ol dismembering Mcxico. Between tliene
two parlies in the ret* Stales the Sjuth ii >ld* the balance
of power It fiiy always hold it If now, therefore, H
will join in putting en end 'o this war, and in arresting the
march of conquest u|«mi which our armies have entered,
the limits of the republic, as well as the limits of slavery,
may be dually established .(Cong Globe, Appendix, 2d
session Will Congress, pp. 4IM, KIM )

In a speech in the House, December 1ft, 184*5, the Hon.
Mr. Gentry, of TenncMM, said:

All the danf<egi growing out of this question of slavery
which we have in*'t and overcome heretofore art as nothing
compared with those which will art*e when thai question
.hill ootne op h« the eonsequence of Mr Polk's eonqtieats
ami annexation . * . Tho President it driving the »hip
of 8tntni'iioa moat M ruiy and dangeroitM *e.« ; and if ('on-
grcs* I ilia to art in th« lolly spirit of patriotism which Hie <*j-
tH"ion demamli-if it fails to assert the constitutional rtghta
and perform thooon«titutionai dutn-a which ino^itly be¬
long and attach to the legislative branch ol the government,
by putting a limit to Executive discretion in the further
prosecution of this watr wih Mexico.in my opinion th** day
i« not distant when it will require nil the virtue, intelligence,
and patriotism of the country to praaerve the Union, and
*ave the public liberty .(Gong (JHobe, Appendix 2*1 aes*.

29th Cong , pp 56. fl'2 )
In a apeech in ih« Houae, February sj, JH47, Mr. Pen¬

dleton, of Virginia, eaitl

The democratic party [of the North,] with a very few ex¬

ception*, go at this moment for territorial acquisition, to be
inade into Iree urates, on our southwestern border ; arid to

carry out this purpose, they put to haxsrd the Union itself
The whigs on lire other hand.every inau ol them -ray

to us of the Ninth, " We wain no more territory, Iree or

slave; we hsve enough, and more ihart enough; we have
already discord ami trouble enough But if you will not be
warned iI you will go on in this wild career ol annexa

t on.we ti h yon now, that wliil'l wo leave to you the man¬

agement of your domestic institu ion, as seems best to you,
whenever these new Territories do come in, public aentl-

uient in our end ol lb)i Union will force all parties to insist

upon conditions which will enforce subinnsion upon you,
or rend our Union lino atoms. .(Cong. < >lol>e, A p|xrndix, 3d
an 79th Cong., pp. 4II&, 414 )

Mr. Pre*ident. I could produce extract* from the de-
bale* in thia chamber during the aecond newtion of the
Wth and the firat aewion of the .'tOth Congreaa, containing
sentiment* from my political frienda of the name charar

iter; hut 1 ahall content myaelf with aubmittmg a para-
graph from the apeech of tnv honorable ami di«iiagui*hed
Iriend from Georgia, [Mr Hcaatcx ,] to be found in hta
apeech of the fiih of February, 1S47, a* fqjlows :

Consider, | besecch you, whal are the consequence* to
which thia lust lor the aoquiaition ol territory is leading
you. When you have acquired these Territories, how will
you surmount tho dilfietilnes which wilt heresaarily attenrl
their possession 1 You cannot, consistently with the con¬
stitution, govern theui a, subject provincesi You cannot,
consistently with what you owe to yourselves. Incorporate n

mongrel race.a half-civilized poople .into the federal
Uaion But >up|M>se you could: then come* that fenrtul
qusstion, which mom tiian any other menace* the dura¬
tion, the permanency of the Union Do you believe that
any treaty which may be negotiated with Meiico, by which
territory may tie acquired, can receive the sanction of this
body, leaving the question ol slavery open.providing for It*
allowance or exoluding itt I am>eal to Amerioan senators,
Irom whatever portion of the Union, will you slumber on

your po*«* while this distracting question Is thruat into our

counoil chainlier! My appeal to southern senators i, yet
more direct and pressing. I ask If their duty to their con
stituents does not imperatively demand that they ahould
withhold their atsent to any treaty which does not protect,
by expre** »upul*'ions, the domestic institutions of those
whom they represent 1 Consider the oonaeqtienoes of onr
in fidelity If, under the influence ol whatever motive, we
should acquiesce in the acquisition of territory without auch
a »tlpnlatton a* wonld *ecore the Interests of onr conatitti
ent», the inevitable consequence wonld lie their exclusion
from all participation in the territory ihu, acquired.Inevi¬
tably, w ith the certainty of fate, this exclusion would fol¬
low .(Cong Globe, Appendix, £l seas. 29ih Cong , pp. 296.
*11 )

But, notwithstanding thia urgent appeal, both northern
and aouthern democratic aenatora concurred in ratifying
the treaty negotiated by Mr. That, with aceaaionof a

large expanse of territory, which left " the queetion of
ah»very open," anil hae involved nam our preaent difficnl-
ties and danger* The honomhle senator [Mr BnmrENj
hating, with a preacience that reflect* the higheat credit
on him, all theae evil* in full view, voted against the
treaty. I aympathized with him in feeling and oninton at
Hm time; and had I been a member of the body, with
the power of giving a thousand rote*, every one of them
would hare been cMt agajn*t it. Why did not the Sent*

restrict Mi Folk to iitdetmiity merely, or at lea»t re¬

strain liia ambition for territory to the parallel of 3rt (leg
10 linn ! Miiliouti may yet rut* the lasluies* and lolly of
ill is procedure.

li«-lore dismissing (he anticipations so fully expressed
hy those who stood up so manfally in oppoaitioii to the
policy of the late admini at ration, 1 hope 1 shall be par-
doued for bringing forward some of myown. In dome re¬

marks.which 1 submitted in the House of Representa¬
tives on the 2d of March, IMS.the treaty being then be¬
fore the Senate.1 observed that "the policy of thin adtiiin-

promiae, (so called.) I say nothing about the propriety of
adopting that Compromise originally. 1 may not have
great revereuce for it; but one thing is certain, it has
hitherto constituted a broad and deep line, regulating the
policy of this government A large majority of the
American people have manifested a determination to

stand by it. But how can the territory to be acquired be
divided t»y the parallel of 30 deg. 30 mill, into ires States
and slave Slates? How can New Mexico and California
be so divided I The habitable portions of those coun¬

tries lie across that line, and the whole of each must be as¬

sociated together in a State. There is not, in^ fact,
enough of the one or the other to make a State. There
never can l>« population enough to permit a division of
either, and therefore we ate certain to have thrown
among us the firebrand of the slavery question. This
may seem a light matter to many honomole gentlemen ;
but I must confess that tiie civil dissensions and the sec¬

tional alienations which these acquisitions are likely to
arouse are among my strongest objections to thein. 1 go
for the Union as it is.not for a mere Union constrained
by biute force, but a -Union of mutual confidence and
good will, all respecting ' the compromises of the consti¬
tution,' and all co-operating in one common effort to
work out the problem of a glorious destiny."
At the time these remarks were made, nothing was

kuownofgold in California, the discovery of which has
made a vast difference in the resources of that country.
Hut, nevertheless, my prediction that a State organized
on the Pacific would be found to lie across the Missouri
Compromise line has been realized. California is now
here with a republican constitution, seeking admission
into our Union, with limits properly comprehending the
whole of the coast of that territory, and we have, as f
said we should have, " thrown among us the fire brand
of the slavery question." The prediction will be found
hereafter to have beeu equally true in relation to the resi¬
due of California and of New Mexico. Indeed, this bill
proposes the organization of territorial governments tor
Utah and New Mexico, with limits for each which
will place them across the parallel of 36 deg. 30 min.
This is certainly true of New Mexico, and 1 believe it is
so of Utah, though 1 am not quiut certain that the south¬
ern rim of the great basin extends below that parallel.
If, then, ^he Missouri Compromise line has been over¬
thrown, it is the policy of Mr. Polk which has done it.
The geographical jiosition and the physical character of
the countries acquired render this inevitable.
And what particulaily aggravates the enormity of the

case is the fact that the treaty was ratified without its
being possible for the Senate to pass on the intnmic
merits of these acquisitions, it is believed there could not
have been obtained in this chamber even a majority for
them per se, much less a majority of two-thirds. But
honorable senators were compelled to choose between a

deplorable war and a bad treaty. Many believed the
evils of the treaty to be much less than those of the war,
and voted for the former, though utterly opjosed to the
policy of acquisition, at least to the extent it wan carried.
We are no^l prepared to advert to the language which

so often flowed from the pen of our late Chief Magis¬
trate, (Mr. I'olk,) that we could not close the war with
houor without "indemnity for the post.and security for
the future." But did honor or sound policy require hiin,
in the name of " indemnity for the past," to demand ali
the territories comprised in the treaty ? and had he, in
seeking in this lorm "security for4ne luture" no refer¬
ence to the internal tranquillity of the country ? Let the
present, with all its dismal forebodings ef evil to re¬

sult from these very acquisitions, answer.
But, to a just appreciation of the entire subject, it is ne¬

cessary to inquire, at what expense of treasure and of blood
have we obtained these Territories? If we have taken a

viper to our bosom, which is stingiug our very vitals,
what sacnhcMTdid we make t* procure it.' If we have
chased down and seized a wolf by the ears, which we
can neither hold nor let go, what were the costs of the
pursuit!
To ascertain the coit of these acquisitions, it is neces¬

sary tq bring into view not only the amount stipulated to
be paid by the treaty, but the vast expenditures of the
war itself. I invite attention to the following elements,
from which a satisfactory result can be deduced :

istraiioii must inevitably overthrow

1. It appears from the annual report of the Secretary
of the Treasury.(Ex. Uoca. 1st session 39th Cumtcm.
2d vol.. Doc. No. 6, pp. 1 and 96,) that on the 1st or
July, 1*45, the balance in the treasury was $7,658,300 92

-J It also appears by the annual report of the present
Hecretary to this Congress, (X)oc. No. 4, pp. 5 and

6,j that the addition to the national debt, by reason
or the late war with Mexico, was 43,506,178 55

3. The exres* of the revenues of Uie government
during Ma. Folk Hi administration.that is u» say,
from the 1 Ht of July, 1845, to the 1st of July, 184ft.
over and above the ordinary expenses of the gov¬
ernment fbr the same period, was 36,896,938 18

4. The whole number of land warrants issued and is
suable to soldum enaagfd in the late war, *. boun
ties, as estimated by J. L. Edwards, esq., Commis¬
sioner of the Pension Office, (vide report of the
Hecretary of the Treasury to Congress at this see

sum.) is #0,000; which, at 160 acres each, make 14r
400,600 arres, and, at $1 516 per acre, amount to.. 18,006,000 00

5. I'aid to surti soldiers as commutation money, in

place of land, pursuant to act of Congress, (which I
have ascertained on inquiry ar the treasury) 361,375 00
I'aid and to be paid to <»ur own citizen* and to

Mexico, under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, as

already stated 90,348,0*1 77

#1*1,9»,817 47
From this should be deducted the amount in the treas

ury (in flM Ifll «»f July, '2,lM4,4ft4

Balance |194,038,353 65

To this it to be added several other items, which I
leave indefinite, a* I have no mean* of ascertaining their
preciae amount:

7. The amount and value of the anna, ammunition, anil
inuiiiliuna uard anil con.mned in the war, including iti
deterioration of such a« were brought I.nek Irom Mexioo,
tin iinr beinx 111 our nrinntli at tin* lime war bioke out
H Ditto in the naval service, Including ahlpwreoka ami

tin- deterioration of our public «htp« ami tneir nrnistnenta
M The inrreaae ol our (.enatori lint
10 Payment* made in a regular oourae ot administration

ini:e thr 80th ol June, IHtfl, which sre known to have been
erv considerable
11 The minr private clatina artaing out of thia war,

.nine ol winch hi. now pending before Congrnaa, anil
olbnra 10 be presented from tune to tnno lor Ui« neat rpinr
ter of a century

12 he eiixHiara wlitrh tnu.t be incurred to execute the
lllh article ol the treaty nl I .amlalntm Hidalgo, which
ini|KMeaon o. an obligation " l<» toreiblr rratrain the .ev¬

ince tribe.," brought under onr jitriadietlnn by the treaty,
froin making .. incurmona Into Mem o," and to reaoue from
lid triltea Mexlran " captivea, and to return them lo their

own country "

I.) The additiona which have men < r will hereafter be
made to our ariny arid navy, in eotiaequunce ol aeid acqni
anion*, fir other rsaaoria than the exeeutton ol the lllh
artwle.

Mr. President, explanation* a* to sotnp of theae item*
will tie nec.esaary to a proper understanding of the sub-
ject

With reapect to the third item, I would observe that it
i* impoaaihle to ascertain, by an examination nf the ac-

roiinta, what tbeexceaa of the revenue* o»er the expend-
itnrea of the government during the late administration
would have heen, had th« country remained at peace, for
the rqason that the ordinary expenditures are so mixed
up with thoee occasioned by the war. that it is impossible
to separate the one from the other. . I therefore, in the
Hrst place, ascertain what the revenues were for four
financial years, viz : from the 30th of J line, 1445, to the
1st of Jul v. 184(i, (exclusive of loans and treasury notes,)
and find them ta have been as follows:
for the year ending the .10th of June,

1*46 **>,490,947 06
For the year ending the 30th of June,

184 7 96,346,700 47
for the yesr ending th" .10th of June,

1848 35,436,750 19
For the year ending the 30th of June,

1M» 31,064,347 50
199,347,125 69

To ascertain what would have been the expendi
turns had it not been for the Mexican war, t take
ih'»se of the financial year ending the 30th of
June, 1845, as the standard, whtoh, exclusive <»f

payments towards the national rtebt, were Ml,
Jft0,6t9 36; which, being multiplied by tour,
gives sn amount fat the whole of Mr. PolkV
administrationof...M. 85rT06#197 44

Eieea* *36,*96,AM 16

It ta believed that twenty-one or twenty-two millions
would have been sinple, had the peace of the country been
maintained ; so that this lane excess, with other items
mentioned, was expended in (ne war with Mexico.
To enable me to make sn approximate estimate of the

7th, nth. Wth, and 10th items, would require more inves¬

tigation at the departments than I have been able to make
The pensions will he an incumbrance on the treasury
for many years, and the equivalent in ready money can

only b« ascertained by calcm*t*>n* on (be principles of

life insurance, which 1 tun nut competent to uiakc '|'0
enable the Senate tu torin h ju»t estimate of the burdena
impoxetl by the 17th and l lth items, 1 invite attention to
the following statement;
The eipenduuren for the army for \he rtsoai y*ar eudiug the Juili
of Juiie, 1H60 were 70

For the fUcai year eudiug tlie JUth of
June, 10M, they are coliuiuud at..... b,lWti,183 44

17,90I,W7« 14
The oaiut) eip«otlitur«i for the ria<-al

year cnduig the !(Udi ofJuue, 1645 3,I55,<£J7 JU
For tilt; lineal year ending Ihe JOth «l
June,1H4« 3,947,595 85

, 7,1U-2,«5W 55

Difference f10,79C,ti55 59

The last three quarters of the year 185o and the whole
of Ib5l were and must he taken from the estimates; also
the last three quarters of IW4rt, for the reason that the
war broke out duriug that fiscal year; and there is no

other way of ascertaining the expenses of the army for
that period on the peace establishment. Thus it appears
that there has been added to the burdens of the country,
under the head of army expenditure* since the accession
of Mr. Polk, the enormous sum of $5,'JW.S'il 70 iter an¬
num I am sensible that this, moreover, is not all to be
charged over to the account of the llth article of the
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and the acquisitions which
we have made by that treaty. A considerable part of
this amount is due to Oregon. But if we suppose that
our new possessions have added only #1,500,000 per an¬
num, under this bead it will be sufficiently startling. The
equivalent in ready money is $45,000,000.
As a further illustration of the pecuniary sacrifices

which we have made in this war, 1 invite the attention
of Ihe Semite to the augmentation of interest from this
cause, which we are compelled to pay on our national
debt :

It appears from the taut report of Uie Secretary of the Treasury Uiat
the interest paid on our whole debt for the year endln( Uie 3Ulh of
Julie, IMS, amounted to (H

Also from the report of Uie Secretary at the Drat session
ofUie !A)th Congress, Uiat such interest amounted W... 1,040,U3U 03

Difference $1,535,546 03

Mr. President, I have already shown, by the definite
items adverted to, that we have paid, on account of the
war and the territories transferred to us by the treaty, the
very large aggregate of $124,038,333 65. But it seems
it is not enough for us to purchase New Mexico once
we are now required to buy of Texas 10 much thereof as
is situated on the east side of the Kio Grande. Such is
one of the propositions of this bill. With what sum
the blank in the fourth paragraph of the last section is
to be filled, f know not; out its whispered in this cham¬
ber that the Committee contemplate proposing $10,000,000,
which will carry the aforesaid aggregate up to $134,038,-
353 65. If, then, we bring intojview the indefinite items,
and place on them even a low estimate, we shall have
an expenditure made and to be made, on account of the
war and for these Territories, of not less than $150,000,-
000 !
One hundred and fifty millions ! How prodigal is war

of treasure ! How infinitely less costly and more benefi¬
cent are the arts of peace ! How much good could
have been effected for the American people with this enor¬
mous sum ! How many harbors and rivers improved,
and how many railroads constructed Even now the
locomotive might have been darting across this continent
from the Mississippi to the mouth of the Columbia, and
inestimable benefits conferred on the present generation
and on posterity.

But, Mr. President, I have a subject to present in con¬
nexion with the war infinitely more interesting. 1 refer
to the great number of precious lives sacrificed and the
vast quantity of blood poured out in its prosecution. Here
I bring into view the following slastistics

It appears from KxecuUve Document (House of Representatives,
present Congres*) No. Q4.

1. That there were killed in battle and accidentally, and died of
wounds in Uie war, of the old establishment, additional regiment*.
marines, and volunteer force, officers and men 1,91a

'J. That the ordinary deaths, of all descriptions of force9
amounted to 10,906

Deaths returned l'J,t)78
3. Tbat there were discharged for disability U,74U. moat of

whoin, it (i believed, died either in Mexico, on dieir way
home, or after their arrival; hut not to make an over eati
male, any one-half, which is 4,874

4. There were mustered into service, (officers
andown) 73,5180
M uatered out uf service 30,373

Returned as discharged, dead, or deserted.... 90,07)1
The difference (supposed to lie dead) is ..... . '3,814

3. It is well known tliat of Uioss mustered out of service
uiany have died of disease contracted in Mexico. The whole
number (as already slated) was 30,373 ; if we suppose a loss
uf 10 per ceat, (which is moderate,) we have in lots Item .. 5,114

33,461
To prove that thin is not an over-estimate, I invite

attention to the following fact*
1. It is stated in the above-named document (p. 4) that

" the difcctiarge* on account of diseaii* or disability, ami
the number of ordinary death* reported to the adjutant
general'* office," * * muat be much lem
than the actual loan, owing to the mttwuag muster-roll*,
and returns which could never be obtained, although re¬

peatedly written for to commanders of regiment* and
corpa."

2. It appears also, from the same document, that no

leas than i},723 deaerted during this wax, many of whom
doubtless perished ; but as these poor wretches aban¬
doned the flag of their country, I care not to bring them
into the account.

3 There munt also have been a considerable loss of
life among the non-conibaiant* and camii-followers, of
whotn great numbers follow in the train of every army,

4 The case of the first regiment ol New York volun¬
teers has recently umlergoue investigation in the assem¬

bly of that Stale ; and a report has been made by H. J.
Raymond, eai| , from which I make the following ex¬
tract
The only regiment that was commissioned in Ibis Stale, and sent

direct to the ¦< eue of war, was that of 1h»- first re0menl of New
Vork volunteers, under the command of Col. Ward B. Basneti
The officers received their commissions, and, together with the
men, were mustered Into service in January, 1*47. and during the
same month embarked as follows: Coaasaaiea C, I), and K, in the
ship Catherine, under the command of Ma)or Jamas C. Harsham
companies A and U, In the bari|ue Isabel, under Captain Charles ><
Mhaw companies fl, K, and part of K, In tha brig Kmpire, under
Col. Ward B Burnett company I and balance of K, ia the barque
Jubilee, under Captain Morton Fairctnld, and company B, under
I.lent. Col. Bailer.
The whole number that departed originally for Ihe seat of war

ras SOn
Of these there died In Meiico, or were killed Is battle (T
Iftecharged from disahiliues, wounda. siokneas, fee Ml
Missing and deserted
Diad since their return
Known to he living IflB

I,saving wholly unaccounted fr>r

Total sn&
>f those discharged in Merlco, as shove stated, In number

ailR, very lew have been heard of It 1s snppaaed thai moat of them
died, keisf alck when diseliarged.

If the New York regement is a fair sample of other
volunteer regiment*, then I have greatly under-rated the
mortality of this war.

But this is not the whole loss by any means By docu¬
ment No 34, it appears that 2,072 officers and men were
wounded in battle, and many of these are maimed, and
can do nothing either for their families or the State. Be
sides, a vast proportion of those who returned from Mexi¬
co, and are still living, have their constitutions shattered
or broken down, are oppressed with disease, and incapa¬
ble of useful industry, and will, after being for a time a

burden to their friend* or society, go down to a premature
grave Mr Raymond, in his report, speaking oi the New
York regiment, says:
or those known to he living, numbering 10(1, nearly all are broken

dawn by disease, hardships, or wounds received in Ihe campaign,
and are unable in support themselves.

I am safe, therefore, in assuming that the Mexican
war occasioned the sacrifice of not lesa than 23,000 live*!
and among them aome of the mo*t lofty spirit* ever bred
to the profe**ion of arms. Their names, their accom¬

plishments, their generous impulses, and their deads of
noble daring, will find a place on the brightest page* of
our country'* history. And what *hall.we say of the
many private soldier* who, though obscure, were devo¬
ted and brave to a fault.whose bodies, uncoffined, were
shovelled under the earth, or whose bone* whiten the
fields of Mexico ? What of the va*t number of widows
and orphan* acattered over the land, who are left without
a husband's or a father'* hand to succor and sustain

them, and who, amid*t poverty and desolation, can only
pour out unavailing tear* for those they lov«) >

But this is not all. By the policy of the late adminis¬
tration, Tarritoiiea have been acquired which have become
"the apple of dincord" to the whole country The peace
of the country haa been alarmingly disturbed; irrenvedia-
ble disaennion and bittern*** have been introduced into
our national councils; a spirit of illiberal and mischievous
sectionalism has been sprend over the land ; and the affec
tions of Ihe people of the North and Sooth have been
alienated to such an extent a* to require the utmost pru¬
dence and discretion, in and out of Congras, to restore
them to their pristine strength and vigor Treasure and
even Jtlood are nothing in comparison with like harmony
and cordial good-will of these States It i* And by higb
authority that "it ia better lo live ia the coraer of a house
top than with a brawling woman «nd in a wide house "

Our Territories were wide before the recent acqumuoas,
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t>ajriu<iu of Ik* ttbaniHiHi be MlkltllllMt.
xtenlH... «,«, turwatd as NMWJ ky IMM,

OH vbab will be |«M by w, ^ «ii m| mmmmS by fluMlWlft ll

Thi COLTMTKY fAfKK Is irWMftlymsiuaaofUmigraae, u<l kiu dhU, j....-, r ,,,,,,,
HttkMrt|M»N» to» » period Iwe than » rw wm nodnd M

teniae propartiMeed iu Uw ikun anuual ram.
Qt^-POaTMAMTKIU* an latkoriui to uiu our ipng tad, by

Mndtii| us rive DAILY luUcrlbm, with QM Head or rlTS
MKM1-WKBKLV eubet-rtben, with f116eaeloeed; Of rive vtlUlLY
.uhicrilMHB, Willi f Id eucloMid, will be entitled to oa« copy M Ibe
Muuc edition ma Uiry turuuli u« .uUcaben for, grmtis.

but the policy of Mr. Folk and hi* cabinet baa m*J<-
(lieiii wider, and, iit consequence, we have nothing but
biuwtuig oil the negrouuesiioii.brawling for two yeais.
uutl when it ik to end, Heaven only knows.
Have we obtained for »uch sacrtfices any adequate equivaleut! l ,tu noi i>ro|KM« to go into an examination ol the

value of these Territories. I shall have occasion hare-
allei to recur u, tlie considerations appertaining to this
subject, |Miriieulku ly so lar as Kast California end New
Mexico are concerned, ig treating of the practicability of
introducing slavery into these countries In the mean time,
1 make the following remarks

1. No doubt the acquisition of the harbor of San Fran¬
cisco was quite desirable, ui relereuce to the commerce of
the Pacific ;and this, as I have already shown, came with¬
in the sco|>e ol a just indemnity2. The mineral resources of California on the Pacific
are, it must be admitted, very a rue.; tiut 1 am among the
number of those who have serious forebodings on this
subject. 1 do not believe that gold-hunting is adapted to
make good republican citizens. What we want for our
people is steady employment, regular industry, and mod¬
erate gains. Agur's prayer, "give me neither poverty nor
riches," is exactly adapted to our can >. There never has
been a nation hitherto that has stood the pursuit of the
preeious metals; they have degenerated and become truly
wretched. But we are about to try a dread experiment.
the effect of gold-hunting on the Anglo Saxon race. By
an irresistible temptation, we take our people from their
farms, their workshops, and their families, carry
them over the Serra Nevada, and precipitate them among
the recesses of (hose mountains. How are tbey fijund
there Without Sabbaths, a preached gospel, chunljm*,
schools, and the humanizing influence of the ftanlly,
and ex|>osed to all the baleful lamptationa of tbc grog¬
shop and gainbling-lable A part of thellnft'gftAeMtion
\yho go there, with their habits well formed, and with
sound morals thoroughly established, inay be able to re¬
sist these temptations; but how will it be with thair pos¬
terity I Will they not degenerate ami become effeminate
and corrupt I 1 greatly tear that this gold business will
prove nothing but an unmitigated curse to the American
people. But it is useless to dwell on this fsatuie of the
case, as gold mak s an appeal to the human heart, which
is absolutely irresistible. 1 might as well undertake to
beat back the cataract of Niagara with a feather, as
to underlake to resist the popular impression on this
subject.But can it be said, in any proper sense, that we owd all
this gold i Have we exercised or can we exercise any do-
minion over itHave we obtained one dollar of reve¬
nue from itI Have we been able to appropriate it area to
the use and benefit of our own people? Oaibe Contra¬
ry, is it not notorious that every nation, kingdom, and
tongue resort there, and take what they please ? These
inexhaustible riches belong rather to the whole-world
than to the United States of America. Possibly, when
we get through quarrelling on the slavery qi^MlOn, it
will be in our power to do something with them-

3. By the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, we acquired
the sovereignty ol these countries; but we cannot ex¬
ercise it. The ratifications of such treaty were ex¬
changed at Qeretaro on the 30th of May, 1^48, and the
treaty itself was proclaimed at Washington on the-4th of
July following.over two years ago.and to this day we
have not been able to exercise the power Of governing
it. The people owe to us the duty of allegiance, and
we cannot fulfil the corresponding obligation of protect-
ing life, liberty, and properly. We are known to Cali¬
fornia by little else than the power of taxation.
Such are the sacrifices which we hare made to ob¬

tain these Territories.such the errors of the past, a&a the
responsibilities of the late administration.

But we have made these acquisitions. What ate we
to do with them! Nations, no more than IttdlvbhUls.
can recall their indiscretions. We are bound to deal
with the existing state of things as best we e*n,"W}d to
meet the present crisis with a wise forecast, andafe (ball
become itatesmeii and patriots. We must have an eye
to the peace and harmony of the country and tbe sttccess
of our free institutions.
Now, sir, 1 am about to make what, perhaps, honora¬

ble members will regard as a vain attempt to reduce the
questions before us to their due proportion*: m*wtic-
tion m that the whole difficulty results from tiupfpa tpat
their importance is most enormously overrated, at IMpt in
a practical point of view, and that if the whole cottqiry
could be brought to a proper appreciation of "tha tn^tb.
and the whole truth," there would be no excitement, no
alienation, and, at no distant day, harmony in our.public
councils, and mutual respect, confidence, andaftetion,
among the people, would prevail.

In the first place, I wish to inquire, what is the teal
state of the case before us, and what are the elemaots to
be brought into view tifenable us to make a proper depo¬
sition of them ?

It has been assumed throughout the entire diaeUMon
that this is a controversy between sections and States-
betwee 11 free States and slave States. It has been said,
over and over again in this chamber, that the ftae States
are seeking to exclude the slave States from all participa¬
tion in the common property. This I deny. I hope to be
able to show, before I get through, that there ia no effi¬
cient ground for controversy in any point of view; bat if
the fact be otherwise, 1 insist that it arises betwaen diner-
ent classes of citizens, and "not between 8taM0faec-
tions.between slaveholders and non-slarehoideralKMb
of the free and slave States. I do not advert to this for
the purpose of raising any invidious distinction between
the different classes of citizens in the slave StMaa, but
merely to bring out the case in conformity with truth And
tart The non-slaveholders of the slave States can and
do go to our new possessions precisely with the Mote
advantages enjoyed by the non-slaveboldere of th®'free
States They go with their wives, their chiMraA, and
their money, goods, and cbsttels at pleaaure, and that
is all ur fieople can do, and, what is remarkable, they
ere, when settled in the country, just as determined to
exrlude slavery as sny other class.

Again, the slaveholders of the Sooth can emigrate to
the Territories on an exact footing of equality With the
non-slaveholders of either section: both can take their
families, and, on arrival, can go to work and ears their
bread by the sweat of the brow Slaveholder! cat) lake
all their projierty with them, if they will only convert
it into money, and that, in the main, is what non-aiave-
holders are obliged to do But it is said that non-iUVe
holders have the privilege of taking any and all of their
movable property specifically Why should not |dave-
holders have the same privilege in respect to that toft of
property which consists in slaves! Trie answer to (his
is plain: The impossibility of doing so is Dot to be
charged to any fault in the constitution and laws of the
United Ststes It is not the fault of Don alafeMjalrs
either of the free or slave States, but it results frotA the
nature of the property itself, which is against Mftomon
right. It is crested by municipal laws, is itself 'local in

it|character, and can have no extra-territorial existence,
except in States where slavery is tolerated. If a slave,
holder voluntarily takes his slave into a free State, be is

instantly free, ami were it not for the provision of tbe
constitution which imposes an obligation to restore or de
liver up fugitives from service or Tabor " to the aarty to
whom sucn service or labor is due," slavery could have
no recognition in the free States. The real obstacle, then,
to the introduction of slavery into New Mexico and Cali¬
fornia will be found in the very nature of the institu¬
tion, and results from principle* or jurisprudence scknowl-
edged by the whole civilized world. '

The claim that slaveholder* have s constitutional
right to take this sort of pro(>erty into the TaRttmtas
amount* to a requisition for every rood of laiid bllntMpng
to the United States to be msde the theatre of alava labor
It is an attempt to monopolize all ihe Territonaa la behalf
of slsvery. It is a claim to exclude free labor.of, ratbar,
that, if free labor is to enjoy the common property at all.
it shall commingle with slave labor, which is mfrl«ib)e
The supposed right to introduce siavsry everywhere
ami the offer to compromise on 99 deg. SO mi». are
inconsistent If it f* strictly a rifbt, than all the le
gislstion of Congres on this subject from 17*9 to Ihi*
day is void ; the well-known anti-elavery elaaaaof tbe
ordmsnceof 1787 is a nullity, and the eomoromiee on
hi deg W min , in the act for the admission of Missouri)
¦a equally vain and nugatory.

Having thus ascertained the trne character of tbe ques
lion before us, I now proceed to consider its importance
m a practical point of view. It may and does involve an

important principle In reference to the actual stole of
things in New Mexico and California, it is believed that
the hearing of the subject on Ihe welfare and true inter¬
ests of tbe different sections has been much overrated,
partly to snbeerve party purposes, snd jwftly to WMote
private ends The toiling million* have very little at
stake in the solution of tbe question the one wayot tbe
other. It may have some bearing on the qOMHOn whether
this man or the other shall be ihe next fractal U the
United State*, or thi* psrty or the other shall control the
destinies of thi* country during tbe Aext executive
term

Ixt II* make an effort to reduce this subject to ita proper
proportion* at least in a practical point of view. I have
often heard it said since I have been in Cuogreas. tfiat
the controversies which we have bad on aaeStoflOS of
this character are in fact a mare struggle Mtweaa the
different sections for political power. Tba haatrable
senator from Teaneeaee [Mr. Bux] more than o®ee


